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*Rand article from wiki 


Early evolution : The earliest films were simply one static shot that showed an event or 
action with no editing or other cinematic techniques. Typical films showed employees 
leaving a factory gate, people walking in the street, the view from the front of a trolly as it 
traveled a city’s Main Street. According to legend, when a film showed a locomotive at high 
speed approaching the audience, the audience panicked and ran from the theater. Around 
the turn of the 20th century, films started stringing several scenes together to tell a story. 
The filmmakers who first put several shots or scenes discovered that, when one shot follows 
another, that act establishes a relationship between the content in the separate shots in the 
minds of the viewer. It this relationship that makes all film storytelling possible. In a simple 
example, if a person is shown looking out a window, whatever the next shot shows, it will be 
regarded as the view the person was seeing. Each scene was a single stationary shot with 
the action occurring before it. The scenes were later broken up into multiple shots 
photographed from different distances and angles. Other techniques such as camera 
movement were developed as effective ways to tell a story with film. Until sound film 
became commercially practical in the late 1920s, motion pictures were a purely visual art, 
but these innovative silent films had gained a hold on the public imagination. Rather than 
leave audiences with only the noise of the projector as an accompaniment, theater owners 
hired a pianist or organist or, in large urban theaters, a full orchestra to play music that fit 
the mood of the film at any given moment. By the early 1920s, most films came with a 
prepared list of sheet music to be used for this purpose, and complete film scores were 
composed for major productions. 


Preview Main article: Test screening A preview performance refers to a showing of a film to 


a select audience, usually for the purposes of corporate promotions, before the public film 
premiere itself. Previews are sometimes used to judge audience reaction, which if 
unexpectedly negative, may result in recutting or even refilming certain sections based on 
the audience response. One example of a film that was changed after a negative response 
from the test screening is 1982s First Blood. After the test audience responded very 
negatively to the death of protagonist John Rambo, a Vietnam veteran, at the end of the film, 
the company wrote and re-shot a new ending in which the character survives.11 


Production Main article: Filmmaking At its core, the means to produce a film depend on the 
content the filmmaker wishes to show, and the apparatus for displaying it: the zoetrope 
merely requires a series of images on a strip of paper. Film production can, therefore, take 
as little as one person with a camera or even without a camera, as in Stan Brakhages 1963 
film Mothlight, or thousands of actors, extras, and crew members for a live-action, feature- 
length epic. The necessary steps for almost any film can be boiled down to conception, 
planning, execution, revision, and distribution. The more involved the production, the more 
significant each of the steps becomes. In a typical production cycle of a Hollywood-style 
film, these main stages are defined as development, pre-production, production, post- 
production and distribution. This production cycle usually takes three years. The first year is 
taken up with development. The second year comprises preproduction and production. The 
third year, post-production and distribution. The bigger the production, the more resources 
it takes, and the more important financing becomes most feature films are artistic works 
from the creators perspective e.g., film director, cinematographer, screenwriter and for- 
profit business entities for the production companies. 
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